
Here’s what has happened in the last
few months, and what’s to come!

Terry Paulsen & Tracey Salameh

Upcoming Events

JULY 2026

04: Independence Day (Office Closed)

09: No Membership Meeting 

09-14: National Wheelchair Games - Milwaukee
WI

15: SD Veterans Council Mtg, 9:00 a.m PVA
office, Sioux Falls

16: PVA Picnic @PVA Office 11:30am-1pm

AUGUST 2026

13: Membership Meeting (Lunch @ Noon,
Meeting @1pm)

SEPTEMBER 2026

02-07: South Dakota State Fair

03: Veterans Day at the State Fair

07: Labor Day ( Office Closed)

11-13: Trapshoot, Crooks Gun Club

14: Doug Brown Hunt, Howard SD (Top Gun)

17: PVA Pheasant Hunt, Howard SD (Top Gun)
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Since May, the North Central PVA Chapter has been celebrating the success
of one of our most anticipated events of the year while also looking ahead to
an exciting slate of upcoming activities.

Our 2026 Gone Fishin' event took place May 21–22 in Chamberlain, South
Dakota, bringing together 31 veterans for a weekend of fishing, fellowship,
and fun. Thursday brought great weather and plenty of time on the water, and
while the fish had other ideas about their size, the camaraderie more than
made up for it. That evening, we gathered for a wonderful dinner celebrating
our generous donors and enthusiastic participants alike. Although Friday's
rain cut our time on the water short, the spirit of the event remained strong,
and we are grateful to everyone who made it such a memorable experience.

As we look ahead to the rest of the year, we have several exciting events on
the horizon. Our Trapshoot is scheduled for September 11–13, followed by the
Doug Brown Hunt on September 14th. We are also planning our annual PVA
Pheasant Hunt for September 17th, 2026 in Howard, SD.

Additionally, our Student Scholarship Application is included in this newsletter.
We encourage all eligible students to take advantage of this opportunity.
Applications are due August 1st, so please don't wait to submit yours.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our mission and the
veterans we proudly serve.
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Disclaimer: The North Central Chapter PVA
newsletter is published four times a year. It serves
its members and interested parties by informing
them about chapter activities, veterans’ issues, SCI
related matters, advocacy and legislative
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disabilities and the disabled community. The
opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the North Central
Chapter, its Officers, Board Members or the Editor.
Similarly, appearance of advertising herein does not
constitute an endorsement of their products or
services. The editor has the right to edit all articles.
 



PVA North Central Chapter
Birthday Roster

July 2026

Greg Brandner
Arlind Williams
Kenny Eszlinger
Brian Wallin
Daniel Stapleton
Norwood Baybridge

Dan Klimisch
Brenda Teunissen
Brenda Loneman
Stephen Bruggeman
Mario Mercado
Brady Thomas

August 2026

Arthur Lampert
Timothy Ellis
Robert Schacherer
Kurt Kruger
Casey Davidson
David Schlinkert
Dennis Bridenstine
John Lian
David Vanmiddendorp
Brian Fritzie
Angelina Enrique
Michael Reed
Daniel Fritz

James Cantalope
Sheri Rozenboom-Kloes
Robert Hunter
Bonnie Schmidt
Leonard Livingston
Todd Bitz
Dan Mitchell
Scott Nelson
Pat Lynch
Don Klingbile
Mark Ducheneaux
Leo Lesselyoung
Terry Paulsen

September 2026

Anthony Farrell
Jerry Dale
Ronald Shelburg
Douglas Fenstermaker
Jerry Bonnstetter
Doug Knight
Dennis Hahnemann
Beverly North
Mickey Dennis
Rick Albrecht
Timothy Fox
Dale Wormstadt
Richard Aaron

Terrill Meyers
Scott Nelson
Paul Hanson
Dennis Schoffelman
Kristina Allen
William Larson
James Brown
Michael Minnick
Paul Groeneweg
Tracey Salameh
James Wosje
Rolland Wiese
Charles Thomas

HappyHappyHappyHappy
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

SD State Veterans
Cemetery Endowment Fund

With the passing of SB 91, the South Dakota
Veterans Council established an Endowment
Fund with the South Dakota Community
Foundation. This fund will be used for the
maintenance and operations of the veterans
cemetery in Sioux Falls, SD
The South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery is
located at the 1-90/I-229 area in Sioux Falls, SD
and encompasses up to 50 acres of land
donated by the City of Sioux Falls. 
All federally defined veterans, spouses, and
dependent children are eligible for burial in
the State Veterans Cemetery.
We are proud to be able to give our veterans
their final resting place on the eastside and
keep them close to their families. 
https://sdcommunityfoundation.org/for-
advisors/existing-funds/south-dakota-
veterans-cemetery-fund/

Have you considered
including PVA North
Central Chapter in
your will or trust?

This type of
donation will serve
as an investment in

our organization
that will reap our

members benefits
for many years to

come.



Social Media Update-
HACKED  FACEBOOK

Our social media was
hacked and deleted. We

are in the process of setting
up a new account. This will

be shared with you via
email and our next

newsletter once it is
official! Keep your eyes

peeled!

Membership
Duane Biesboer

Volunteer Program
Charles Doom

The Chapter currently has a total of 137
members and 105 Associate Members. 

Regular membership is FREE! If you know of
anyone who has a spinal cord injury or disease,
please have them contact the Chapter office. 

Annual Dues for 2025-2026 have been mailed
out! If you have not paid your associate dues,

please contact us!
Thank you to those who have sent in their dues!!

 Please notify the Chapter when you have 
a change of address. 

 

The Chapter has 2,348 volunteer hours
from October 2025-May 2026. 

 

CFC Campaign

If you are a federal government
employee or your employer offers a
charitable giving campaign through
United Way, you can help us to
continue our programs and services
we offer to our members, veterans,
and other individuals with disabilities. 

CONTRIBUTION CODE:
54682

988- SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE



NCPVA Fishing Recap
The 23rd Annual PVA/Firefighters Joel Niemeyer Memorial Gone Fishing Event was a

tremendous success, uniting participants, volunteers, and supporters for an unforgettable
day on the water. We extend our sincere appreciation to the boat captains and mates

whose generosity in donating their time and resources made it possible for every
participant to enjoy a truly exceptional fishing experience.

We are also deeply grateful to the many donors and volunteers whose support and hard
work were essential to the success of the event. Their contributions helped bring this

meaningful day together.

Special recognition goes to Chuck Doom, who received the Veteran Advocate Award in
honor of his continued dedication to serving and supporting our veterans. We also

congratulate Lonnie Albers, who earned the Outstanding Boat Captain Award in
recognition of his outstanding leadership and service.

Because of everyone involved, this tournament not only highlighted a shared love of
fishing but also strengthened the sense of community and support for our veterans.

To view more photos from the event, please visit 
https://ncpva.org/joel-niemeyer-memorial-gone-fishing-tournament/







In early 1946, a group of veterans returned from the battlefield to a grateful nation, but also to a
world unprepared for their needs. Unable to access their homes, navigate public transportation, or
fully participate in society, they faced barriers at every turn. Refusing to be limited by their injuries,

they met and with the courage, conviction, and grit that embodies the heart of service together
they changed the course of disability rights in America forever. Paralyzed Veterans of America was

born from that meeting.
Today, 80 years later, PVA remains member-led and mission driven, and that same spirit of

determination and lived experience continues to guide everything PVA does. With more than 70
offices in 33 Chapters nationwide, PVA now proudly serves hundreds of thousands of veterans with
spinal cord injuries and diseases, like MS and ALS, as well as their families across the U.S., including

Puerto Rico. Its reach also extends far beyond the veteran population, making its mark on the
greater disability community.

https://pva.org/about-us/80th-anniversary/



Applications must be postmarked by August 1st. There will be no exceptions. 





Resources & links
MS Unseen

Toolkit
IConquerMS

National PVA 
MS Resources



 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

PVA Holds Annual Advocacy/Legislation Seminar

On June 9-11, PVA held the 2026 Advocacy Legislation Seminar in Washington, DC. Over 175
PVA members and chapter leaders and staff  participated in the event. During our Hill visits,
attendees visited the offices of  approximately 300 members of  Congress. PVA’s Seminar-

focused priorities included preserving VA’s spinal cord injuries and disorders system of  care,
codifying and improving VA’s Bowel and Bladder program, increasing Special Monthly

Compensation for the most severely disabled veterans, and raising survivor benefits. We
encourage all PVA members and their families to continue engaging with their members of

Congress through PVAction Force to keep the momentum moving on our priorities. 

S. 3647, the Disabled Veterans Dignity Act

This bill would create a permanent VA bowel and bladder care program for veterans with SCI/D.
The bill expands caregiver support, standardizes services, and helps prevent serious health

complications while improving veterans’ independence and quality of  life.

H.R. 6047, the Sharri Briley and Eric Edmundson Veterans Benefits
Expansion Act

This bill would modernize Special Monthly Compensation (SMC) rates for severely disabled
veterans and strengthen Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for surviving families.
The legislation aims to better reflect today’s cost of  living, address outdated benefit structures,

and provide greater financial stability for veterans and their families. 

https://pva.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Advocacy-Seminar_digital_FINAL.pdf
https://pva.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Advocacy-Seminar_digital_FINAL.pdf
https://pva.org/research-resources/pva-action-force/


H.R. 1685/S. 749, THE JUSTICE FOR ALS VETERANS ACT

THIS BILL ENSURES THE SURVIVING SPOUSES OF VETERANS WHO DIED OF
SERVICE-CONNECTED ALS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR INCREASED SURVIVOR

BENEFITS. SURVIVING SPOUSES OF ALS VETERANS ARE RARELY ABLE TO
QUALIFY FOR THE DIC “KICKER” BECAUSE OF THE QUICK PROGRESSION OF

THE DISEASE.

H.R. 6835/S. 3988, THE VETERANS STAND ACT
THIS BILL ENSURES VETERANS WITH SCI/D RECEIVE CONSISTENT,

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH EVALUATIONS AND ARE CONSIDERED FOR
INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS THAT COULD ENHANCE THEIR MOBILITY,

INDEPENDENCE, AND QUALITY OF LIFE. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VA ADAPTIVE SPORTS & ARTS

DID YOU KNOW VA PROVIDES VETERANS WITH OPPORTUNITIES FOR HEALTH
AND HEALING THROUGH ADAPTIVE SPORTS AND THERAPEUTIC ART
PROGRAMS? THESE SPECIALIZED REHABILITATION EVENTS AIM TO

OPTIMIZE VETERANS’ INDEPENDENCE, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, WELL-
BEING, AND QUALITY OF LIFE.

VISIT WWW.VA.GOV TO  LEARN MORE



Veterans may be eligible for TSA Pre-Check at no cost
 

Eligible Veterans for the TSA Pre-Check enrollment fee waiver are those who VA has determined to
have a service-connected disability requiring the use of a VA-issued wheelchair or prosthetic limb,
due to loss or loss of use of an extremity, full or partial paralysis, or permanent blindness. Eligible
Veterans must also be enrolled in VA healthcare.

If you meet the eligibility requirements above, follow these steps:
Sign into your VA account. If you don’t have a verified VA account, you can create an account by
following the instructions online.

Under the Benefits and Healthcare dropdown, select Records, then click Download your VA
benefits letters.
Click the link, Get your VA benefit letters.
or
Access VA benefit letters and select the button to Sign in or create an account. 

Please note that receiving this letter does not guarantee free TSA PreCheck enrollment. In addition
to meeting the minimum eligibility requirements under the VETS Safe Travel Act, you must meet
TSA’s standard citizenship and security requirements, including a background check. 

Veterans may be ineligible due to incomplete or false application information, certain violations of
federal security regulations, or disqualifying criminal offenses and other factors. TSA shall waive
the enrollment fee subject to availability of funds.

If you wish to take advantage of this benefit, please visit TSA online for detailed instructions on
completing your enrollment. You must provide a copy of your letter during the TSA Pre-Check
enrollment process.

Regardless of whether you meet the requirements for a free TSA Pre-Check enrollment, if you are a
Veteran with a disability and need extra assistance at security screenings, you can request help
through TSA Cares. For more information on TSA Cares, call (855) 787-2227. Please contact TSA at
least 72 hours prior to travel for any questions about screening policies, procedures and what to
expect at security checkpoints.

For more information about TSA PreCheck, call 1-866-289-9673. VETS Safe Travel Act eligibility
information and resources are available online.



From the Office of Brad Friez
National Service Officer 

 I wanted to begin with a few housekeeping items before getting into the upcoming
huge celebration of our country.  Just wanted to remind Veterans that to have any
chance at obtaining a service-connected rating on a condition, one of the first items of
business is to ensure that the condition you wish to file for is listed on your problem
list; be it on your list at the VA or if being treated by a private medical provider that it
is indeed reflected on that list.  This problem list is a list of chronic health issues.  VA
will never rate a Veteran for acute health issues.  It seems their definition of chronic is
at least 6 months in duration.  Also, we continue to receive calls from Veterans who do
not leave a message and on rare occasions do not identify themselves.  Please give us
your name and phone number so we can respond to your issue in a timely manner.
And because we are a small office, it is best to set up an appointment. Lastly, when an
Intent to File a Claim Form is submitted, this is a pre-curser to the claim but not the
claim and we have one year from the date that form is submitted to file the actual
claim form. Sometimes, Veterans are under the impression that an Intent to File form
submitted is the actual claim, and it is not. You will receive a form letter from the VA
acknowledging the Intent to File, and give the date that is reflective of the day they
received that form. 

 Not exactly sure of the timing of this PVA North Central Chapter Newsletter but
hoping it happens before the 4  of July.  As everyone knows this coming 4  of July is
the 250  anniversary of our nation.  Wanted to give you a little historical background
on our country’s Declaration of Independence and other facts of our country’s
beginning. 

th th

th

 At the time of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776 the colonies had
actually been at conflict with Great Britian for over one year.  The battles at Lexington
and Concord Massachusetts were fought in April of 1775.

 On June 11, 1776 the Second Continental Congress chose the Committee of Five to
produce the Declaration.  Members of that Committee of Five were Thomas Jefferson,
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston.  John
Adams convinced the other members of the Committee of Five to allow Jefferson to
be the primary author of the Declaration.  He and the Committee completed the rough
draft of the Declaration of Independence on June 28, 1776.



Continued
 Then on July 2, 1776 the Second Continental Congress approved Richard Henry Lee’s
proposal for independence, officially declaring independence from Great Britian.
After two days of debate and editing the final draft of the Declaration of
Independence was unanimously ratified it on July 4, 1776 while they were meeting at
the Pennsylvania State House in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This building is now called
Independence Hall.

 The Declaration was first published on July 6, 1776 by The Pennsylvania Evening Post.
Public readings of the Declaration happened simultaneously at noon and at 3pm on
July 8, 1776 in Trenton, NJ, Easton, PA, and in Philadelphia, PA. 

 At the time of the Second Continental Congress General George Washinton was in
New York preparing for a possible attack by the British.  He was sent a copy of the
Declaration on July 8  and on July 9  he shared the Declaration with his troops.th th

  
 Actual signing of the Declaration was begun on August 2, 1776.  John Hancock,
President of the Second Continental Congress was the first to sign the Declaration
that day.  Of the fifty six eventual signers of the Declaration fifty of them signed on
August 2, 1776.  Benjamin Franklin was the oldest to sign the Declaration at the age of
seventy and Edward Rutledge was the youngest signer at the age of twenty six. The
last signer was Thomas McKean who signed in January of 1777.  By signing and ratifying
the Declaration the signers were committing an act of high treason and this was
punishable by torture and death (most likely by hanging).    The signer’s names were
kept secret until January 18, 1777.  Once their names were made public, many of them
suffered property damage and at least 15 homes of theirs were destroyed.  Some were
captured and held as prisoners by the British. 

 All who signed the Declaration are referred to as Founding Fathers.  Of those fifty six
signers twenty three were predominantly lawyers (not to include some such as
Thomas Jefferson who was also a noted plantation owner), twelve others were
merchants and plantation owners, four were physicians, three were farmers, two were
clergy, and one (Benjamin Franklin) was a printer.  Many of those signers were involved
in many different professions.   



Continued
  Most of us are probably not aware that our Nation’s first eventual President, George
Washington was not one of the signers of the Declaration.  As was earlier mentioned
he was leading the troops in New York at the time of the Second Continental Congress
and thus was not even a delegate to the Second Continental Congress. George
Washington was chosen as our Commander in Chief of the Continental Army during
the Revolutionary War, was later our first President and is referred to as the Father of
His Country. But he along with John Jay (an author of the Federalist Papers and first
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court), Alexander Hamilton (aide-de-camp to General
Washington, also an author of the Federalist Papers, the first Treasury Secretary and
who began the Federalist Party), and James Madison (father of our Constitution,
another of the authors of the Federalist Papers and the fourth President) were not
there in Philadelphia at the time of the signing of the Declaration but are obviously
considered founding fathers of our country.
 
 Some quotes of our founders and others include:
 
 Nathan Hale – “ I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country.”
 Patrick Henry – “Give me liberty, or give me death!”
 Benjamin Franklin – “We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang
separately.”  (At the signing of the Declaration)
 Thomas Jefferson – “The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.”
 John Adams – “Our obligations to our country never cease but with our lives.”
 George Washington – “To be prepared for war is the most effective means of
preserving peace.”
 Abraham Lincoln – “A house divided against itself can not stand.”
 John F. Kennedy - “Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for
your country."
 



Continued
 These quotes in many examples showed the passion these famous Americans had for
our country.  In the latter cases both President Lincoln and President Kennedy died in
office and gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country. This last quote listed from
President Kennedy encourages us as citizens of our great country to give back to that
country of ours. Locally, I wanted to point out two of many of our Veterans in South
Dakota who have done just that.  Eugene Murphy who everyone knows as Gene or
Murph is an example of giving back even after his terrible injuries in Vietnam.  My
understanding is that Mr. Murphy has never taken any salary from his many decades of
service with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV). He was the National Commander
of the DAV from 1987 to 1988 and during that time he was instrumental in beginning
the DAV’s National Transportation Network throughout the VA’s Hospital Network.
Another Veteran who is noteworthy is Donald Loudner. Mr. Loudner happened to pass
away in 2025.  He was the first National Commander of the Native American Indian
Veterans, Inc. (NAIV) which was formed in 2004 and not given their Congressional
Charter until 2024. But during that twenty years he had to travel to any Veteran events
at his own expense. The NAIV represents and advocates for hundreds of tribes and
thousands of Native American Veterans. Both of these strong Veteran advocates have
earned many countless awards and have done much for the Veteran community not
only in South Dakota but throughout our great country.

 I have been encouraged by the appreciation that many fans from other countries have
shown us and our country during the World Cup Soccer event that they have
attended.  We are still the greatest country in the World in spite of all of our flaws.  I
then look at the quote from President Lincoln (at the time in advance of the Civil War)
and think that we are also divided as a country today but as a country we should come
together so that generations from now we are still that great country that can be a
light and an example to others.      
 
               
    



Help Us Grow Our Mission

Visit ncpva.org for membership
applications! 



Our organization depends on donations throughout the year to host events for our
members. Please consider setting up a monthly donation through our website. On our
website home page (www.ncpva.org), you will see a “Donate Now” button. When you
click that, you can click the checkbox that says “Make this a monthly donation”. We
have had a large increase in participation at events, and we would like to continue to
take as many people to these activities as possible. Thank you for your future
donations!

How to Donate to our Organization









The PVA North Central Chapter proudly serves the states of North Dakota, South
Dakota, Southwest Minnesota, and portions of Montana and Wyoming. 

VA Health Care Systems Contact Information

Sioux Falls VA Health Care System 
2501 West 22nd Street
 Sioux Falls, SD 57105
 Phone: (605) 336-3230 or (800) 316-8387
 Fax: (605) 333-6878

VA Black Hills Health Care System - Fort Meade Campus 
113 Comanche Road
 Fort Meade, SD 57741
 Phone: (605) 347-2511 or (800) 743-1070
 Fax: (605) 720-7171

VA Black Hills Health Care System 
500 North 5th Street
 Hot Springs, SD 57747
 Phone: 605-745-2000
 Fax: 605-745-2091

Minneapolis VA Health Care System 
One Veterans Drive
 Minneapolis, MN 55417
 Phone: (612) 725-2000 or 866-414-5058
 Fax: (612) 725-2049

Fargo VA Health Care System 
2101 Elm Street
 Fargo, ND 58102
 Phone: (701)232-3241
 Fax: (701)239-3705

VA Montana Health Care System 
1892 Williams Street
 Fort Harrison, MT 59636
 Phone: (406) 442-6410
 Fax: (406) 447-7916

Cheyenne VA Health Care System 
2360 E. Pershing Blvd.
 Cheyenne, WY 82001
 Phone: (307)778-7550
 Fax: (307) 778-7336

Sheridan VA Health Care System 
1898 Fort Road
 Sheridan, WY 82801
 Phone: (307) 672-3473 or (866) 822-6714
 Fax: (307) 672-1900
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