
Here’s what has happened in the last
few months, and what’s to come!

Terry Paulsen & Tracey Salameh

Upcoming Events

APRIL 2026

1: Fishing Applications Due

3: Good Friday (Office Closed) 

5: Easter Sunday

9: Membership Meeting @1pm (Lunch @ Noon)

15: Tax Day

16: Veterans Council Meeting (DAV) Time TBD 

MAY 2026

5: Cinco de Mayo

10: Mother’s Day

13: VA Stakeholder Meeting 10:00 - SF VA

14: No Membership Meeting This Month

21-22: 2026 NCPVA Fishing Event

25: Memorial Day

JUNE 2026

8-12: GRD Legislative Seminar - Washington DC

14: Flag Day

19: Juneteenth (Office Closed)

21: Father’s Day
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Since January, the North Central PVA Chapter has been focused on
both completing important organizational tasks and preparing for
one of our most anticipated events of the year. We successfully
wrapped up several housekeeping activities, including our annual
audit, helping to ensure continued transparency and strong financial
stewardship within our chapter.

At the same time, we have been hard at work planning our 2026
Gone Fishin’ event, which will take place May 21–22, 2026, in
Chamberlain, South Dakota. This special event will bring together
32 veterans for two days of fishing, camaraderie, and connection,
along with social gatherings off the water to strengthen
relationships and build community.

As we finalize preparations, we are actively seeking sponsorship
support from local businesses to help offset event costs and ensure
we can continue offering this meaningful experience to our
veterans. If you know of a business that may be interested in
sponsoring a participant, we encourage you to share our
sponsorship information with them.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our mission
and the veterans we proudly serve.
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PVA North Central Chapter
Birthday Roster

April 2026

David VanHorn
Shaun Rupe
Burce Hoffman
Linn Garber
Frederick Ellwein
Rodney Melcher
Victor Kienitz
Christine Speirs

David Allen
Carl Oleson
Terry Williams
Cliff Koele
John Martin
Jose Rodriquez
Henry Brinkman
Don Latham

May 2026

Roger Holtzman
Dennis McNulty
Gary Hordean
Michael McGinnis
Merle Kjer
Eric Vetter
Sarah Bierman
Perry Grimme
Scott Petersen
Ken Laughlin
Bob Uecker

Larry Johnson
Robert Buchanan
Travis Kasten
Gary Howey
Steve Whitney
John Huntington
Kimberly Hubers
Bob DeJong
Judith Cantrell
Margie Mercado

June 2026

Eugene Murphy
Charles Doom
Duane Biesboer
Steven Wagner
Eileen White
Dean Wilson
Fidell Wadsworth
David Wren
Troy Metzinger
James Arneson

John Myers
Dennis Elfring
Alan Hughart
William Deknikker
Brian Nelson
Raymond Durband
Jon Albers
Cameron Hoverson
Kristi Palmer
Stephen Anderson

HappyHappyHappyHappy
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

SD State Veterans
Cemetery Endowment Fund

With the passing of SB 91, the South Dakota
Veterans Council established an Endowment
Fund with the South Dakota Community
Foundation. This fund will be used for the
maintenance and operations of the veterans
cemetery in Sioux Falls, SD
The South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery is
located at the 1-90/I-229 area in Sioux Falls, SD
and encompasses up to 50 acres of land
donated by the City of Sioux Falls. 
All federally defined veterans, spouses, and
dependent children are eligible for burial in
the State Veterans Cemetery.
We are proud to be able to give our veterans
their final resting place on the eastside and
keep them close to their families. 
https://sdcommunityfoundation.org/for-
advisors/existing-funds/south-dakota-
veterans-cemetery-fund/

Have you considered
including PVA North
Central Chapter in
your will or trust?

This type of
donation will serve
as an investment in

our organization
that will reap our

members benefits
for many years to

come.



Social Media Update-
NEW FACEBOOK PAGE

We are in the process of updating our social
media pages and we needed to start a new
Facebook page. Please follow our NEW
Facebook page at

 https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61566417141295

 or by searching Paralyzed Veterans of
America North Central Chapter and the page
will look like the one above with the pheasant
hunt picture. We will be posting events,
pictures, and other news throughout the year
on here to keep our members and
community up to date on our chapter!

Membership
Duane Biesboer

Volunteer Program
Charles Doom

The Chapter currently has a total of 137
members and 105 Associate Members. 

Regular membership is FREE! If you know of
anyone who has a spinal cord injury or disease,
please have them contact the Chapter office. 

Annual Dues for 2025-2025 have been mailed
out! If you have not paid your associate dues,

please contact us!
Thank you to those who have sent in their dues!!

 Please notify the Chapter when you have 
a change of address. 

 

The Chapter has 1,471 volunteer hours
from October 2025-February 2026. 

 

CFC Campaign

If you are a federal government
employee or your employer offers a
charitable giving campaign through
United Way, you can help us to
continue our programs and services
we offer to our members, veterans,
and other individuals with disabilities. 

CONTRIBUTION CODE:
54682

988- SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581288394767
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581288394767
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581288394767












Resources & links
MS Unseen

Toolkit
IConquerMS

National PVA 
MS Resources



 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

PVA National President Robert Thomas, Jr. Testifies Before Congress

On March 4, PVA National President Robert Thomas, Jr. testified before a joint session of  the
Senate and House Veterans’ Affairs Committees regarding PVA’s 2026 policy priorities.

President Thomas stressed the importance of  restoring VA’s specialized care services, which
are in dire need of  adequate funding and staffing; expanding access to Home and Community-
Based Services (HCBS), like the department’s Veteran Directed Care program; and codifying

VA’s Bowel and Bladder program. 

For veterans with spinal cord injuries and disorders (SCI/D), support for neurogenic bowel and
bladder dysfunction is a crucial aspect of  their care. Unfortunately, VA’s current Bowel and

Bladder program is fraught with challenges for caregivers. Timely reimbursement and the tax
treatment of  payments are two of  the complaints most often expressed. President Thomas

explained how codifying the program could fix many of  its problems and urged support for the
Disabled Veterans Dignity Act (S. 3647). 

President Thomas also spoke about some transportation problems PVA members are
experiencing when attempting to access VA care, and the growing need to raise baseline rates
for special monthly compensation (SMC) and Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC)

PVA leaders stressed the importance of  preserving VA’s specialized services; and the need to
expand the department’s HCBS programs, codify VA’s Bowel and Bladder program, and

increase rates of  SMC and DIC. Members of  the Executive Committee also had the chance to
visit with the Ranking Member of  the House Appropriations Military Construction and VA

Subcommittee, Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL), and urge her to work toward restoring
research funding for SCI/D in the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program. 



2026 SD Legislation Bills

HB 1080: - Allow a Business owner who is a Veterans to display military specialty
plates on a noncommercial vehicle registered to the veteran's business and to limit
personal liability to the business owner and veteran
Passed: Signed by the Governor

HB 1193: Require that a county provide a refund of taxes to disabled veterans and
surviving spouses under certain property tax relief programs
Passed: Signed by the Governor

HB 1255: Require that the Department of Health accept the medical records of a
veteran applying for a medical cannabis registry Identification Card
Failed: Deferred to the 41  dayst

SB 12: Provide for a refund of property taxes in previous years for qualifying veterans
and surviving spouses
Passed: Signed by the governor

SB 35: Revise the process for requesting a veterans certificate of discharge from a
county register of deeds
Passed: Signed by the Governor

SB 126: Increase the amount of value exempt from property taxes under a tax relief
program for disabled veterans and surviving spouses
Failed:

SB 131: Revise the season in which a nonprofit organization may host a special
pheasant hunt for disabled veterans and purple heart recipients
Passed: Signed by the Governor

                                                                     Continued



SB 132: Modify Provisions related to the South Dakota Veterans Council
Passed: Signed by the Governor

In 2026, South Dakota will see significant changes to its veterans' legislation, including the
amendment of Section 1-46A-5 of the South Dakota law. 

This amendment mandates that the Department of Veterans Affairs consult with the South Dakota
Veterans Council on a quarterly basis regarding matters related to veterans and their dependents. 

The council is tasked with providing recommendations to the department on budgets, legislation,
policies, and programs affecting veterans and their dependents. 

The composition of the South Dakota Veterans Council has been revised to include representatives
from several specific organizations, reflecting a broader representation of veterans' organizations
within the 

These changes aim to enhance the advisory role of the South Dakota Veterans Council and ensure
that the needs and concerns of veterans and their dependents are well-informed and addressed. 

The legislation is a testament to the ongoing efforts to support and advocate for veterans in South
Dakota. The council shall provide recommendations to the department on budgets, legislation,
policies, and programs affecting veterans of this state and their dependents.

The South Dakota Veterans Council consists of the following organizations

Paralyzed Veterans of America - North Central Chapter
American Legion
Disabled American Veterans
Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapters 1054 & 959
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Native American Indian Veterans
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From the Office of Brad Friez
National Service Officer 

As I approached the process of composing this article I wasn’t exactly sure what to
send out in the way of information. Many times in the past I had an idea of what I

wanted to convey in these articles. This time around it will be a combination of topics. 

First of all, some months ago one of our clients educated me on various illnesses that
the child of a female service member who served in Vietnam could be rated for. I had

been under the impression that it was only spina bifida that was a condition that could
be rated for that child of a Vietnam Veteran. However, this Veteran client was the child
of a female Vietnam Veteran along with her dad who also served in Vietnam. So, both
of her parents were in country Vietnam Veterans. Because her mother had served in

Vietnam she potentially could be rated for several health issues. There are some
barriers to being rated for those conditions if the condition is from a family disorder,

or if it was a result of a birth-related injury. So the message here is if there is the (adult)
child of a female Vietnam Veteran who has a health issue there is an outside chance

this health issue might be one of those several issues because of their mother’s
exposure to Agent Orange in addition to spina bifida for either male or female parents

who served in Vietnam. 

We still have the need to remind clients to give their contact information when
reaching out to us by phone as they leave us a message. Also, if there are changes to a
person’s contact information to include their phone number, email address, or mailing

address we need to be current. At times the VA will reach out to us to verify that
information. Sometimes Veterans will tell us they updated that information with the

VA but since we are not the VA we don’t automatically get that update ourselves. Once
the VA went to the National Work Queue some years ago we do not get a physical copy
of correspondence they send out to Veterans. However, if a Veteran reaches out to us

concerning a document they received from the VA we are able to pull up that
document in their electronica file in VBA’s software called VBMS. 

Lastly, we encourage you to reach out to your Veteran’s representative if you wish to
file for various benefits; whether that is Paralyzed Veterans of America or some other

Veteran Organization. We are professionally trained to file appropriate claims.







Help Us Grow Our Mission

Visit ncpva.org for membership
applications! 



Our organization depends on donations throughout the year to host events for our
members. Please consider setting up a monthly donation through our website. On our
website home page (www.ncpva.org), you will see a “Donate Now” button. When you
click that, you can click the checkbox that says “Make this a monthly donation”. We
have had a large increase in participation at events, and we would like to continue to
take as many people to these activities as possible. Thank you for your future
donations!

How to Donate to our Organization









The PVA North Central Chapter proudly serves the states of North Dakota, South
Dakota, Southwest Minnesota, and portions of Montana and Wyoming. 

VA Health Care Systems Contact Information

Sioux Falls VA Health Care System 
2501 West 22nd Street
 Sioux Falls, SD 57105
 Phone: (605) 336-3230 or (800) 316-8387
 Fax: (605) 333-6878

VA Black Hills Health Care System - Fort Meade Campus 
113 Comanche Road
 Fort Meade, SD 57741
 Phone: (605) 347-2511 or (800) 743-1070
 Fax: (605) 720-7171

VA Black Hills Health Care System 
500 North 5th Street
 Hot Springs, SD 57747
 Phone: 605-745-2000
 Fax: 605-745-2091

Minneapolis VA Health Care System 
One Veterans Drive
 Minneapolis, MN 55417
 Phone: (612) 725-2000 or 866-414-5058
 Fax: (612) 725-2049

Fargo VA Health Care System 
2101 Elm Street
 Fargo, ND 58102
 Phone: (701)232-3241
 Fax: (701)239-3705

VA Montana Health Care System 
1892 Williams Street
 Fort Harrison, MT 59636
 Phone: (406) 442-6410
 Fax: (406) 447-7916

Cheyenne VA Health Care System 
2360 E. Pershing Blvd.
 Cheyenne, WY 82001
 Phone: (307)778-7550
 Fax: (307) 778-7336

Sheridan VA Health Care System 
1898 Fort Road
 Sheridan, WY 82801
 Phone: (307) 672-3473 or (866) 822-6714
 Fax: (307) 672-1900
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	Terry Paulsen & Tracey Salameh

	Upcoming Events
	APRIL 2026
	MAY 2026
	JUNE 2026


	PVA NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER 209 N. Garfield Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104
	Happy
	Birthday!
	PVA North Central Chapter Birthday Roster
	April 2026
	May 2026

	June 2026
	SD State Veterans Cemetery Endowment Fund
	With the passing of SB 91, the South Dakota Veterans Council established an Endowment Fund with the South Dakota Community Foundation. This fund will be used for the maintenance and operations of the veterans cemetery in Sioux Falls, SD The South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery is located at the 1-90/I-229 area in Sioux Falls, SD and encompasses up to 50 acres of land donated by the City of Sioux Falls.  All federally defined veterans, spouses, and dependent children are eligible for burial in the State Veterans Cemetery. We are proud to be able to give our veterans their final resting place on the eastside and keep them close to their families.  https://sdcommunityfoundation.org/for-advisors/existing-funds/south-dakota-veterans-cemetery-fund/
	Have you considered including PVA North Central Chapter in your will or trust? This type of donation will serve as an investment in our organization that will reap our members benefits for many years to come.
	Membership Duane Biesboer

	Volunteer Program Charles Doom
	The Chapter has 1,471 volunteer hours from October 2025-February 2026.


	Social Media Update- NEW FACEBOOK PAGE
	We are in the process of updating our social media pages and we needed to start a new Facebook page. Please follow our NEW Facebook page at
	https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566417141295
	or by searching Paralyzed Veterans of America North Central Chapter and the page will look like the one above with the pheasant hunt picture. We will be posting events, pictures, and other news throughout the year on here to keep our members and community up to date on our chapter!
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