
Here’s what has happened in the last
few months and what’s to come!

Thank you for supporting and following along with the PVA!
In January, we hosted a celebration of life for Michael Olson
at the PVA office for his friends and family. We had a great
turn out, with many wonderful stories about Mikes life
experiences.

January and February we updated our website and
wrapped up our chapter audit, which was cleared by Eide
Bailly. Our 990 and 990T was completed, and our Annual
Chapter Report was submitted. You can view our audit on
our new website if you are interested. Please go to
www.ncpva.org to view the new website layout!

Lastly, in March there was a Women Veterans Plus 1 event
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church to celebrate women in the
military.

Our 22nd Annual Gone Fishing Tournament is quickly
approaching! Everyone wanting to participate must have
turned in an application by April 1st. We will notify those
that are selected to attend this year’s fishing event on May
22nd-23rd, 2025!

Finally, we want to remind everyone that our non-profit
relies on the kindness and support of our community.
Together, we can make a real difference in the lives of those
who need it most. Thank you for your continued support!

Enjoy this month’s newsletter!

Terry Paulsen & Tracey Salameh

  North Central
Chapter

Upcoming Events

APRIL 2025
 1:   Gone Fishing Application Due

10: Board meeting @11am
      Lunch @Noon
      Membership meeting @1pm

16: SDVC Meeting:
         @ Hot Springs 9am MT

20: Easter Sunday

21: Easter Monday (Office Closed)

MAY 2025
5: Cinco de Mayo

8: Victory in Europe Day

9: Military Spouse Appreciation Day

11: Mother’s Day

17: Armed Forces Day

22-23: Gone Fishing Tournament

26: Memorial Day (Office Closed)

JUNE 2025
14: Flag Day

15: Father’s Day

19: Juneteenth (Office Closed)

*SAVE THE DATE*
TRAPSHOOT: September 5-7

DOUG BROWN HUNT: September 8
PVA PHEASANT HUNT: SEPTEMBER 29
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   President, Chuck Doom

Vice President, Harlan Schmidt
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   Duane Biesboer    
 Rodney Melcher
Bonnie Schmidt
Kristine Shaffer

 
 PROGRAM DIRECTORS

         Legislation Director: Terry Paulsen/
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Terry Paulsen
Sports Director: Charles Doom

P.O.C. Women Veterans Committee: Bonnie
Schmidt 

P.O.C. MS Committee: Kristine Shaffer
 

 NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Greg Brandner

 
OFFICE STAFF

Terry Paulsen, Executive Director
Tracey Salameh, Director of Operations

605-336-0494
 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 7:30 - 4:00

 NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER
Brad Friez

VA Dakota Regional Office
2501 West 22nd Street, Room 100

Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-333-6801
800-795-3632

 
 

PVA NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER
209 N. Garfield Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Sioux Falls VA Health Care SCI Coordinator 
Kelsi Wilcox, kelsi.wilcox@va.gov

       605-336-3230 ext. 6613

Fargo VA Health Care SCI Coordinator
Tracy Lamont, amber.ness@va.gov

701-239-3700 ext. 2673

Black Hills VA Health Care SCI Coordinator
Amber Ness, amber.ness@va.gov

605-745-2000 ext. 17003

Disclaimer: The North Central Chapter PVA
newsletter is published four times a year. It serves
its members and interested parties by informing
them about chapter activities, veterans’ issues, SCI
related matters, advocacy and legislative
developments and other relevant issues concerning
disabilities and the disabled community. The
opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the North Central
Chapter, its Officers, Board Members or the Editor.
Similarly, appearance of advertising herein does not
constitute an endorsement of their products or
services. The editor has the right to edit all articles.
 









From the Office of Brad Friez
National Service Officer 

  We wanted to go over some basics about Veterans benefits for Veterans and other family
member clients of our office. 

 When we represent a Veteran or other client we help them complete their Power of
Attorney form (VA Form 21-22) along with the Intent to File a Claim Form (VA Form 21-

0966). The POA form allows us to represent an individual before the VA and the Intent to
File form gives that person an effective date for one year for the VA benefit they are

attempting to obtain if we do submit that claim within that year period of time. IE – if we
were to submit the Intent to File form on April 15, 2025 we would have until April 14, 2026
to submit a claim and then the effective date would be then on April 15, 2025. The VA will

send out a form letter in response reflecting the Intent to File Form had been received and
encourage that individual to follow through with an actual claim for benefits. The VA form

letter will be sent out to that person within about two weeks of when the Intent to File form
had been submitted to the VA. Many individuals will reach out to our office with the

mistaken belief that the Intent to File is actually the claim when in reality it is a pre-curser
form to the claim. The claim form will still need to be submitted.  The one-year time of the
Intent to File form allows us and the client to gather all the necessary evidence in advance

of submitting the eventual claim.

 Many times, we are not able to reach our Veterans and clients of the office because we do
not have the current contact information. Thus, it is very important to notify our office and

the VA Hospital and Regional Office of current contact information to include address,
cell/home phone numbers, and your email address. Additionally, please make sure your

voice messaging systems on home and cell phones are set up and cleared out occasionally.
Also, if the VA is paying benefits you need to ensure they are aware of any changes to your
family size.  Lastly, it is strongly suggested to schedule an appointment for assistance with
your VA benefits and if you are not able to make it to that appointment, please inform our

office of that need to cancel that appointment.  

 I also wanted to express my condolences for those of us impacted by the recent passing of
Rick Barge and Don Loudner. Rick was the long time Quartermaster of the VFW in South

Dakota.Don was the first National Commander of the Native American Indian Veterans, Inc.
(NAIV).         



Social Media Update-
NEW FACEBOOK PAGE

We are in the process of updating our social
media pages and we needed to start a new
Facebook page. Please follow our NEW
Facebook page at

 https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61566417141295

 or by searching Paralyzed Veterans of
America North Central Chapter and the page
will look like the one above with the pheasant
hunt picture. We will be posting events,
pictures, and other news throughout the year
on here to keep our members and
community up to date on our chapter!

Membership
Duane Biesboer

Volunteer Program
Charles Doom

The Chapter currently has a total of 142
members and 102 Associate Members. 

Regular membership is FREE! If you know of
anyone who has a spinal cord injury or disease,
please have them contact the Chapter office. 

Annual Dues for 2024-2025 have been mailed
out. If you have not sent that in, please do so!

Thank you to those who have sent in their dues!!

 Please notify the Chapter when you have 
a change of address. 

 

The Chapter had 693 volunteer hours
from October 2024-December 2024. 

 

CFC Campaign

If you are a federal government
employee or your employer offers a
charitable giving campaign through
United Way, you can help us to
continue our programs and services
we offer to our members, veterans,
and other individuals with disabilities. 

CONTRIBUTION CODE:
54682

988- SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE

https://www.facebook.com/share/1CtroPrSSu/?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CtroPrSSu/?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CtroPrSSu/?mibextid=LQQJ4d














Our organization depends on donations throughout the year to host events for our
members. Please consider setting up a monthly donation through our website. On our
website home page (www.ncpva.org), you will see a “Donate Now” button. When you
click that, you can click the checkbox that says “Make this a monthly donation”. We
have had a large increase in participation at events, and we would like to continue to
take as many people to these activities as possible. Thank you for your future
donations!

How to Donate to our Organization



PVA North Central Chapter
Birthday Roster

April 2025

David VanHorn
Carl Stricherz
Shaun Rupe
Bruce Hoffman
Linn Garber
Frederick Ellwein
Rodney Melcher

David Allen
Carl Oleson
Terry Williams
Cliff Koele
John Martin
Don Latham
Christine Speirs

May 2025

Roger Holtzman
Dennis McNulty
John Kuhlman
Gary Nrdean
Michael McGinnis
Merle Kjer
Eric Vetter
Sarah Bierman
Perry Grimme
Judith Cantrell
Margie Mercado

Scott Petersen
Ken Laughlin
Bob Uecker
Larry Johnson
Robert Buchanan
Travis Kassten
Gary Howey
Steve Whitney
John Huntington
Kimberly Hubers
Bob DeJong

June 2025

Eugene Murphy
Charles Doom
Duane Biesboer
Steven Wagner
Eileen White
Dean Wilson
Fidell Wadsworth
David Wren
Troy Metzinger

James Arneson
John Myers
Dennis Elfring
Alan Hughart
William Deknikker
Brian Nelson
Raymond Durband
Jon Albers
Cameron Hoverson
Stephen Anderson

HappyHappyHappy
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

SD State Veterans
Cemetery Endowment Fund

With the passing of SB 91, the South Dakota
Veterans Council established an Endowment
Fund with the South Dakota Community
Foundation. This fund will be used for the
maintenance and operations of the veterans
cemetery in Sioux Falls, SD
The South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery is
located at the 1-90/I-229 area in Sioux Falls, SD
and encompasses up to 50 acres of land
donated by the City of Sioux Falls. 
All federally defined veterans, spouses, and
dependent children are eligible for burial in
the State Veterans Cemetery.
We are proud to be able to give our veterans
their final resting place on the eastside and
keep them close to their families. 
https://sdcommunityfoundation.org/for-
advisors/existing-funds/south-dakota-
veterans-cemetery-fund/

Have you considered
including PVA North
Central Chapter in
your will or trust?

This type of
donation will serve
as an investment in

our organization
that will reap our

members benefits
for many years to

come.









The PVA North Central Chapter proudly serves the states of North Dakota, South
Dakota, Southwest Minnesota, and portions of Montana and Wyoming. 

VA Health Care Systems Contact Information

Sioux Falls VA Health Care System 
2501 West 22nd Street
 Sioux Falls, SD 57105
 Phone: (605) 336-3230 or (800) 316-8387
 Fax: (605) 333-6878

VA Black Hills Health Care System - Fort Meade Campus 
113 Comanche Road
 Fort Meade, SD 57741
 Phone: (605) 347-2511 or (800) 743-1070
 Fax: (605) 720-7171

VA Black Hills Health Care System 
500 North 5th Street
 Hot Springs, SD 57747
 Phone: 605-745-2000
 Fax: 605-745-2091

Minneapolis VA Health Care System 
One Veterans Drive
 Minneapolis, MN 55417
 Phone: (612) 725-2000 or 866-414-5058
 Fax: (612) 725-2049

Fargo VA Health Care System 
2101 Elm Street
 Fargo, ND 58102
 Phone: (701)232-3241
 Fax: (701)239-3705

VA Montana Health Care System 
1892 Williams Street
 Fort Harrison, MT 59636
 Phone: (406) 442-6410
 Fax: (406) 447-7916

Cheyenne VA Health Care System 
2360 E. Pershing Blvd.
 Cheyenne, WY 82001
 Phone: (307)778-7550
 Fax: (307) 778-7336

Sheridan VA Health Care System 
1898 Fort Road
 Sheridan, WY 82801
 Phone: (307) 672-3473 or (866) 822-6714
 Fax: (307) 672-1900


